Prefixes and Suffixes Meanings
5th grade-1st Nine Weeks

What is a…?

Prefix- Found at the beginning of the word and changes a words meaning.
Suffix- Found at the end of the word and changes a words meaning.

	Prefix/Suffix
	Meaning
	Words/Definition

	trans-
	across
	transport, translate, transparent

	semi-
	half
	semisweet (half sweet), semicircle (half of a circle), seminal

	non-
	opposite
	nonfat (no fat), nonfiction (not fiction)

	mid-
	middle
	midpoint (middle point), midday (middle of the day), midnight (middle of the night)

	less-
	without
	childless (without child), ageless (without aging), careless (without care)

	cian-
	connected to; profession
	dietician (connected to diet), beautician (beauty professoion), politician ( connected to politics)

	sion-
	act or process
	permission (act of permitting), vision (process of seeing), expression (act of talking)


Prefixes and Suffixes Meanings
5th grade-2nd Nine Weeks

	Suffix
	Meaning
	Words/Definition

	-ology
	study, field of
	technology (field of technical), geology (study of earth), meteorology (study of weather)

	-phobia
	exaggerated fear
	claustrophobia (fear of small spaces), acrophobia (fear of heights)

	-ism
	belief in
	magnetism (belief in magnets), Optimism (belief in the positive)

	-ist
	one who believes in
	scientist (one who believes in science), dentist (one who believes in dental care)

	-able
	able to
	believable (able to believe), capable (able to do something), legible (easy to read)

	-ible
	capable of being
	irresponsible (not responsible), edible (capable of being eaten)

	-ance
	state of
	performance (state of performing), tolerance (state of being able to tolerate)

	-ence
	state, quality, or condition of
	independence (being independent), difference (state of differing), absence (condition of being gone) 


Root Words
5th grade-3rd Nine Weeks

	Root
	Meaning
	Words/Definition

	tele
	far off
	telephoto, television

	photo
	light
	photography (light creations pictures), photosensitive ( sensitive to light)

	graph
	write, print
	autograph (one’s signature), paragraph (write several complete thought)

	spec
	look, see
	speculate (look ahead), spectacular ( look at something wonderful)

	scrib
	write
	scribble (write nonsense), prescribe (write before)

	rupt
	break
	interrupt (break in), abrupt

	port
	carry
	export (carry away), transport (to carry across)

	ject
	throw
	reject (turn away), project (throw)


Root Words
5th grade-4th Nine Weeks

	Root
	Meaning
	Words/Definition

	dict
	to speak
	dictate (speak, how to do it) contradict (to speak against)

	ped
	foot
	pedal (use foot to move), pedestrian (on foot), centipede ( many feet)

	poly
	many
	polygon (many sides), polytheistic (many gods)

	voc
	call
	revoke (recall), convocation (to call together)

	ab
	away from
	abduct (to take away from), abnormal (away from normal)

	epi
	upon
	epicenter (upon the center), epidermis (upon the skin)

	micro
	small
	microscope (used to see small organism), microeconomics (study of small economics)

	retro
	back
	retroactive (active, back where started), retro (in the past)


